214	NUMISMATIC   CHRONICLE.
held the same office under Otacilia169 and Philip II.170
There is a coin of Philip I. with the same Alexander given
by Vaillant,171 with the words MAIANAPOC MAPCYAC, to
which rivers we have allnded earlier in this paper.
On the accession of Trajan Decius, in a.d. 249, the
seventh persecution172 of the Christians commenced, caused,
as Eusebius 173 and St. Jerome174 relate, out of hate for
the Emperor Philip, in the same way as we have seen
above, Orosius gives the cause of the persecution under
Maximinus from the hate this Emperor bore to Alexander
Severus. Fabianus, Bishop of Rome, the first authentic
martyr Pope, was one of the first victims,175 and many
Christians were killed in the great cities of the empire.
The reign of Decius was not of long duration, as he was
killed in the battle with the Goths in a.d. 251.176
During the reign of this Emperor a most remarkable
coin was issued at Maeonia, in Lydia. It will be as well
to give its full description, previous to giving any explana-
tion of its type or legend.
w Mionnet, vol. iv. p. 237, No. 264.
«° Mionnet, vol iv. p. 238, No. 266.
171	Num. Imp. Grac. p. 161.
172	" Mox  Decio imperante, jam turn septimd persecutions
ssevituminOhristianos." Snip. Sev.iTwtf.&wr. lib. ii. 32. Stptimd
autem persecutions sub Decio."    St. Jerome, de vir. illustr. 62.
173	Hist. EccUs. vi. 39; Chronic, ed. Seal. p. 220.
174	De mr. illustr. 52.
175	The Cav. de Eossi has found the name of Fahianus in the
real cemetery of Callistus (Dean Milman, Hist, of Christianity,
vol. ii. p. 188, note; cf. vol. iii. p. 329).   Dean Milman notices
(1. c.) that he has seen the name himself.
176	M. de Witte (Melanges tf ArcUplogie, vol. iii. p. 170) has
shown  that Tryphonia,  or  Oephinia, the wife of Herennius
Etruscus, who was son of Decius, and perished with his father
in a.d. 251, was converted to Christianity after the death of .her
husband.

